
From time-to-time, a Secular Franciscan or other benefactor may wish to donate funds to your fraternity 

through their brokerage house or other financial institution. Financial institutions are in part driven by 

the Patriot Act of 2001 which provides the basis in law for the elimination of terrorist and criminal 

money laundering. We too must do several things to comply. The law serves us well to stop the free 

flow of terrorist funding while at the same time creating some inconveniences for we who simply want 

to open a bank account or accept a Qualified Charitable Distribution, a distribution from a Charitable 

Trust or other such transfer of money from a financial institution to our fraternity. The Patriot Act makes 

it somewhat cumbersome.  

First, every fraternity is required to have their own EIN number. “Every established and emerging 

fraternity must have its own bank account(s) which should be in the name of “Secular Franciscan Order, 

. . .”, followed by appropriate fraternity, region, etc., name, and use the “appropriate federal 

identification number”. In this case, the appropriate federal ID number is your fraternity Employer 

Identification Number. The name you should use is: "Secular Franciscan Order – Name of Fraternity” – 

as it appears on your canonical establishment document. If you already have an EIN you are good to go 

for the next steps. If not, see the instructions as to how to do so elsewhere on the Treasurer’s Resources 

Page. Don’t forget to use “GEN 0928” on the application – see below. 

It is incumbent on you to give the financial institution sufficient information to establish that your 

fraternity is eligible under Section 501(c)(3). How to do that follows. 

The fraternity is also a juridical person under cannon law. “Can. 114 §1. Juridic persons are constituted 

either by the prescript of law or by special grant of competent authority given through a decree. They 

are aggregates of persons (universitates personarum) or of things (universitates rerum) ordered for a 

purpose which is in keeping with the mission of the Church and which transcends the purpose of the 

individuals. §2. The purposes mentioned in §1 are understood as those which pertain to works of piety, 

of the apostolate, or of charity, whether spiritual or temporal.” 

Your EIN makes your fraternity a “juridical person” in the eyes of the Internal Revenue Service. A 

juridical person is an entity, such as a firm, that is not a single natural person, as a human being, 

authorized by law with duties and rights, recognized as a legal authority having a distinct identity, a legal 

personality. The bank will view you as an “unincorporated association”. 

Before you move forward, read up on who we are (The Secular Franciscan Order) as a juridical 

person.  That will help you in dialogue with a financial institution. Most of that information is included 

herein but you will still have to do some study on your own. 

A financial institution such as Fidelity, T Rowe Price, Schwab and others, will behave as if you are an 

organization formed for profit making – not so. The Secular Franciscan Order is an “Association of the 

Christian Faithful”. The fraternity is organized exclusively for tax-exempt purposes as that term is 

defined in Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. The National Fraternity of the Secular 

Franciscan Order - USA is exempt from all federal taxation under IRS 501(c)(3) as part of the umbrella 

group of the United States Catholic Conference of Bishops, Group Exemption Number 0928 (GEN 0928). 

This document is in this folder. In addition, each constituent part (fraternities, regions, provinces) of the 

National Fraternity is also tax exempt and not required to file with the IRS. The IRS ruling is also included 

in this folder. 



 The Secular Franciscan Order is qualified as listed in the 2021 Official Catholic Directory (OCD) Pg. 301 

Your Fraternity and the Queen of Peace Region fraternity are organized under the umbrella of The 

Secular Franciscan Order. The source for the USCCB material is: http://www.usccb.org/about/general-

counsel/tax-and-group-ruling.cfm and https://www.usccb.org/www.usccb.org/offices/general-

counsel/tax-and-group-ruling.  All these documents are included in this folder. 

A financial institution may very well ask you for your Articles of Organization or Bylaws, Operating 

Agreement, a statement of good standing from your State and other things.  Those things are not 

necessary in our case and are not available in any case – they don’t exist for the Secular Franciscan 

Order-USA.   

You will need one more document:  A letter from the national treasurer to your minister stating that you 

are under the umbrella of the Secular Franciscan order. Please email the National Treasurer at the email 

address listed on the NAFRA website and ask him/her for this letter. State your fraternity’s name, 

number, region, minister’s name, address and what you are requesting, for purposes of accepting a 

qualified distribution and 501(c)(3) recognition.  
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